xxii	THE JEWS IN THE MODERN WORLD
concentration camp are now used, where no handicap, how-
ever severe, had proved sufficient.
The War, which destroyed the political and economic pre-
dominance of Germany and Austria-Hungary, went far to
shatter that of their Jews in world-Jewry. Russia cut her-
self off from the outer world; the Border and Succession
States, strongly nationalist and in most cases anti-German,
cut themselves off from Central Europe; German and
German-Jewish influence was waning. Inflation destroyed a
great part of the wealth of Central European Jewry; their
trade was shrinking. The financial centre of world-Jewry had
moved to New York, and the political centre, because of the
Palestine Mandate, to London; and with nearly one-third
of world-Jewry removed to English-speaking countries, its
centre of gravity was anyhow bound to shift. The change
was delayed by the fact that a very large proportion of the
Jewish immigrants still lived as workmen and small traders
on the East Side of New York, in the East End of London,
or in the ghettos of Canadian and South African cities; the
full effect of the migration will only be felt in time—for
whatever may be said of us, be it good or bad, no one denies
that we count for something.
The nineteenth-century connexion with the Germans was
a disaster for us. As slaves—even worse, as voluntary
captives—the German Jews built an Arch, of Titus for
Germany, and such was their attachment to the country
that, had the Germans merely proceeded slowly, they could
have still gone a long way in the moral abasement of the
Jews without losing their services. But now the Nazis
deliberately and systematically cut the remaining threads
of the Jewish net of which Germany had been the centre.
All that we Jews can, and should, do in self-respect is to
help them to cut these threads.
When the head of Louis XVL fell, all the monarchs of
Europe felt their necks; when the blow fell on the Lead of

